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Location: 

This project is located in southern Uganda in the 

Lwengo district, near Masaka and approximately 

150 km southwest of the capital city of Kampala. 

EWB-USA UMN works within the local commu-

nities of this district as well Hope Integrated Acad-

emy and the Bugonzi Primary School. 

Partnership: 

EWB-USA UMN has partnered with Uganda Rural 

Fund  (URF) since 2007.  URF is a non-profit or-

ganization whose mission is to provide education 

and support for disadvantaged children, AIDS or-

phans, and marginalized communities throughout 

Uganda. 

Background: 

Community of Mulobere and Hope Integrated 

Academy 

Phase 1:  In 2007 the EWB-USA UMN Uganda team 

traveled to Hope Integrated Academy in Mulobere to as-

sess their water sources for accessibility and sanitation.  It 

was found that the available water sources were not ade-

quate in either supply or cleanliness. Throughout the fol-

lowing year, the team designed and then implemented a 

rainwater harvesting system  and dry-composting toi-

lets with hand washing stations at the school. 

Phase 2:  In 2009 the team returned to Mulobere to build 

a borehole with a submersible, solar powered pump as 

well as make adjustments and conduct maintenance on the 

previously implemented toilets and rainwater system.  

This new water source is enough to support the expansion 

of HIA into a boarding school for AIDS orphans. 

Phase 3:  Completed in 2010, economic development, and 

improved health were the focus. The team helped to pro-

vide “Made in Uganda” improved rocket cookstoves 

which were bought by local women to reduce exposure to 

smoke while cooking. A group of inspired students from 

HIA even formed a Clean Air Team in response to this 

problem.  Additionally,  micro-irrigation  kits were creat-

ed using local materials and implemented in the gardens of 

a number of surrounding communities as well as the gar-

den at HIA. 

Phase 4: In May-June 2012, an implementation trip to 

Uganda for the Bugonzi Primary School was conducted. 

The rainwater harvesting system was built and consisted 

of two concrete tanks, with a plastic gutter and PVC pip-

ing system to funnel water from several separate roofs into 

the two tanks storing over 100,000 liters to provide over 

300 children with fresh water. It will provide benefits to 

the surrounding area and children. After 28 grueling days 

with only a few rest days and furthering relations with our 

Ugandan partners, the team successfully completed the 

system. 

Current Project: 

   Current Status: Phase V:  

   Bugonzi Household RWHS 

 

Community Water Supply:  A group of students 

is focusing on ways to improve the water supply 

of the  Bugonzi community as a whole and is 

considering options such as household scale 

rainwater harvesting systems, boreholes, and 

shallow wells. 

 

Bugonzi is one of the communities surrounding 

HIA where EWB-USA UMN previously worked 

during Phases 2, 3 and 4 of the project. The focus 

of this phase is to continue with the over-arching 

goal of the Bugonzi project, to provide accessible 

clean water to the community. 

 

During the 2012 academic year, a team of stu-

dents have been endeavoring in the design of in-

dividual rainwater harvesting systems for the 

community of Bugonzi, Uganda. This team will 

partner with the Bugonzi community to install 

several RWHS pilots, and thereby pave the way 

for the RWHS design to spread through the re-

mainder of the Bugonzi community. Clean water 

can be accessible to all in the Bugonzi communi-

ty, and the Phase V team is working hard to de-

termine a cost-effective, sustainable manner to do 

so! This team is working hard, and hoping to im-

plement there new solutions as soon as possible. 

 

For more information on this project please visit: 

www.ewb-umn.edu 
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WHO and CIA Database Facts: 

Rural Mortality Under Age 5:                128 /1000 

Life Expectancy (M/F):               48/57 

Rural Sanitation Access:                                 49% 

Literacy Rate:                                                  73% 

Population Below Poverty Line:                     35% 

 


