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Location: 

This project is working with the indigenous moun-

tain community of Simajhuleu located about 3 

hours northwest of the capitol, Guatemala City.  

The only access to this village is on a dirt path that 

is often blocked by landslides, leaving the commu-

nity isolated both culturally and technologically. 

Partnership: 

EWB-USA UMN is partnering with Long Way 

Home, a non-profit organization whose mission is 

“to break the cycle of poverty among youth in de-

veloping communities by creating educational op-

portunities, cultivating civic interaction, and en-

couraging healthy lifestyles”. 

Background: The village of Agua Ca-

liente is centered around the agricultural 

production of blackberries and coffee. In 

the village, a co-op called the Farmer's Co-

operative controls the use of a series of 

dams and several ram pumps that water the 

fields adjacent to Patza, a spring running 

near Agua Caliente. Apermac approached 

our chapter for a partnership in improving 

their existing water distribution and dam 

system. 

 

The Community: Agua Caliente is a com-

munity of approximately 240 families near 

the city of Comalapa, site of our previous 

rainwater harvesting system project. The vil-

lage is primarily an agricultural community 

growing blackberries, coffee, and some corn. 

In Agua Caliente, 70 families created the 

Farmer's Cooperative to collectively improve 

the health of their crops. Over the last fifteen 

years, they successfully installed dams and 

ramp pumps in an existing stream bed to ena-

ble irrigation of crops in the dry season and 

to create jobs for the whole community. 

Our chapter works directly with the board of 

the Farmer's Cooperative, which includes 

four committees that represent each of the 

four dams. 

March 2012 Assessment: A March 2012 

assessment was recently taken by four stu-

dents and two professional mentors of 

EWB-USA UMN. Items of consideration 

on the assessment were irrigation water de-

mand estimates, a farm survey, a dam safe-

ty assessment, and general health and com-

munity surveying. 

During the assessment, it was determined 

that at least two of the dams were in criti-

cal shape. In order to proceed with a water 

distribution project, the first step is to in-

vestigate, design, and implement a struc-

tural overhaul of the dam system. 

 

Current Project: The Guatemala project 

team is currently in the midst of planning a 

second assessment trip to Guatemala, as 

well as preparing preliminary designs of 

dam safety improvements. The team is 

planning on traveling over Summer 2012 

to gain the remainder of required infor-

mation on the dams, as well as further ce-

menting relations with the Agua Caliente 

community.  

 

 

For more information on this project please visit: 

www.ewb-umn.org 
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WHO and CIA Database Facts: 

Rural Mortality Under Age 5:                  40 /1000 

Life Expectancy (M/F):               66/73 

Rural Sanitation Access:                                 73% 

Literacy Rate:                                                  69% 

Population Below Poverty Line:                     56% 


