
How available is the electricity? (voltage) 
 There is electricity in the area. It is working all the time but not in storms. 
 
Previous solutions: 
 They have tried to just use an extra source of water. That was not enough water for 
the crops. There were some treatment plants up stream and they were working for two 
years and then it failed for an unknown reason. The treatment plant was not able to contain 
the sludge from the site. It was not economically effective. It was from the mine owners and 
not related to the government. That failure occurred about 7 or 8 years ago. There is still 
water from the rain. During the dry season they cannot irrigate the crops and that has been 
the problem and why they use the river. The irrigation method is channels.  
 
Who is the mining company? 

There are two prominent mining companies working upstream: EMAK and 
ANDACAVA 
 
Nearest medical facility 
 There is a community nurse and a community doctor. There is a hospital in Potosi. 
 
Who owns the land? 
 Each family has a part of the area. They have crops in the area near the river. The 
area near the river is owned by multiple people. There are problems when there is not 
enough water for the crops. 
 
What standards are being used currently. 
 There are standards. Ricardo will send them. 
 
What are the area roads like, access? 

The road is paved. It takes three hours to get to the community 2 hours and 15 
minutes is paved. Then the road is ok but it is not paved. La Paz to Potosi is paved and la 
Paz to Potosi is 9 to 10 hours. 
 
How is the drinking water source? 
 It is a spring source from a mountain. One is from 12-15 km away. It comes from the 
ground through pipes. The spring is protected. It is unknown whether the water is 
contaminated or not. Maybe the municipality has done some testing. 
 
Do you have a university contact? 
 Universidad Autonoma Tomas Frias 
 Ricardo will send us this information as well as a contact from the University of 
Florida. Florida has a similar situation. Same municipality. 
 
Contact in the community 
 It is a new year so there is a new leader. Ricardo will get a number the next time that 
he goes. (maybe next month) 
 
Government official contact? 
 There are municipalities in Bolivia. Ricardo has this information, phone number and 
will send it to us. 
 



What telecommunications are available? 
 There is a phone that you can use to call out to anyone. 
How is the community planning to pay for their 5%? 
 They know that they have to contribute. There will be money collections or collect 
materials.  
 
Is there a rough map of the community? 
 Ricardo will send it to us. 
 
How close is sotomayor to yulo? 
 probably 7 or 6 hours (rough estimate) 
 
More information of the big project that is happening upstream 
 It is related to two big companies. They are working with the San Francis University 
and the Government. Trying two big two big plants. Goal to reduce the amounts of heavy 
metals and toxins in the river. Trying to get some paper work to get money from the 
government to be able to make this happen. San Francis University is doing an assessment 
trip this year. It is upstream from our location. 
 
Can we travel to the failed treatment plant or other locations? 
 There was a previous site with limestone as a solution. University of Florida is 60km 
south of Yulo. The other project is with Cornell. It would be possible to visit the site of the 
University of Florida. The Florida is not on the way but the Saint Francis University site is on 
the way. 
 
How has the University of Florida been testing the water? 
 They took the water samples to the University of Tomas Frias. 
 
Could we have access to the data that they collected? 
 He will give us Florida contact info and they can decide to share it with us or not. He 
assumes that they would share it with us. 
 
When can we talk to Ricardo again? 
 He will be available in La Paz. He will send his phone number and other contact. 
 
La Lava is 120 kn north of Yulo, 40 km south of Potosi 
	  


