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About Engineers Without Borders-USA (EWB-USA) 
EWB-USA is a nonprofit humanitarian organization established to support community-
driven development programs worldwide through partnerships that design and 
implement sustainable engineering projects.  EWB-USA members comprised of 
professional and student engineers or other disciplines, work with local communities and 
NGOs in over 45 developing countries around the world on projects such as water, 
renewable energy, sanitation and more. Time Magazine called Engineers Without 
Borders-USA the "Blueprint Brigade." EWB-USA has grown from little more than a 
handful of members in 2002 to over 12,000 members today and has over 400 projects 
worldwide.  EWB-USA maintains over 225 dedicated chapters, including university 
chapters on 180 campuses in the United States, and has touched the lives of more than 
one million people.  For more information about EWB-USA please visit www.ewb-
usa.org.   
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ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS–USA FOUNDER BERNARD AMADEI  

HONORED WITH ENR’S 2008 AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
 
NEW YORK, March 27, 2009 – Bernard Amadei, founder of Engineers Without Borders-
USA (EWB-USA), last night received the 2008 Award of Excellence from ENR 
(Engineering News Record), the magazine’s highest honor.  ENR is a publication of The 
McGraw-Hill Cos., New York City.    
 
For the past 44 years, the editors of ENR annually have selected a group of top 
newsmakers who have served the best interests of the engineering and construction 
industry.  Last night, Amadei was recognized by ENR as “an academic who is giving 
engineering education a new twist, founding a movement catching on with students, 
professionals and global communities.”  Amadei will be the subject of a cover story in 
ENR’s March 30 issue. 
 
“It is a great honor for me to receive the 2008 award of excellence from ENR,” said 
Amadei. “This award is meant to be shared by the staff and board of EWB-USA and the 
12,000 engineering volunteers (students and professionals) who have the vision to 
making the world a better place. I am pleased to receive this award on their behalf.  
 
“The engineering profession is called to play a critical role in contributing to peace and 
security in an increasingly challenged world,” he added. “Helping 5 billion of the people 
at the bottom of the pyramid with the basic necessities of livelihood: water, sanitation, 
shelter, security, energy, education, health, etc, is no longer an option for the 
engineering profession. It is an obligation,” Amadei said.  
 
What began as an overseas field trip for a handful of Amadei’s engineering students in 
2001, grew exponentially into a non-profit organization of more than 12,000 members 
comprising students, faculty and professional engineers.  Their mission is to partner with 
developing communities to improve the quality of life by designing and building 
sustainable infrastructure systems that can be owned and operated without external 
assistance.  Currently, 400 such projects are under way worldwide. 
 
 

-more- 
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As the driving force behind EWB-USA, Amadei had the vision to mobilize the 
engineering profession “to contribute to the building of a more sustainable, stable and 
equitable world.”  He is a professor of civil engineering at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, holding a M.S. degree from the University of Toronto and a Ph.D. from the 
University of California, Berkeley. Amadei is also a member of the US National Academy 
of Engineering has been the recipient of numerous professional awards. 
 
About Engineers Without Borders-USA (EWB-USA) 
EWB-USA is a nonprofit humanitarian organization established to support community-
driven development programs worldwide through partnerships that design and 
implement sustainable engineering projects.  EWB-USA members comprised of 
professional and student engineers or other disciplines, work with local communities and 
NGOs in over 45 developing countries around the world on projects such as water, 
renewable energy, sanitation and more. Time Magazine called Engineers Without 
Borders-USA the "Blueprint Brigade." EWB-USA has grown from little more than a 
handful of members in 2002 to over 12,000 members today and has over 400 projects 
worldwide.  EWB-USA maintains over 225 dedicated chapters, including university 
chapters on 180 campuses in the United States, and has touched the lives of more than 
one million people.  For more information about EWB-USA please visit www.ewb-
usa.org  
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